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SUSTAINABILITY PRACTICES
Introduction
	The ability of our nation to achieve optimal sustainability will rely on adopting practices that do not compromise the existence of future generations. Sustainability diverges across economic prospects that lead to global warming and depletion of natural resources. The task to ensure sustainability is not only the task of the government but also the public and the corporate sector (Kiron et al. 2017). Collectively, the various stakeholders can join hands by committing to observe principles that support sustainability. Proactive measures should also be taken that track the performance of sustainability. The sustainability goals are only realizable when companies operations are transparent. 
Corporate Sustainability at Crossroads
However, the efforts have arrived at crossroads while one directionality points at the effects caused to natural resources through interaction with humans and the other highlighting the need for globalization. The attitude of the public towards sustainability has also impacted on sustainability endeavors- there is a robust social perception that sustainability efforts are a responsibility of the government (Kiron et al. 2017). The initial momentum on corporate sustainability has declined as they focus on profitability at the expense of the environment. There have been uneven strides made by companies in implementing the sustainability strategy. There is a lack of solid plan among these companies to enable the shift from coal products. The US government has put in place standards compulsory for corporate entities. For instance, the Trump government has enacted an EPA rule on coal plants. Consequently,  planet-warming emissions released into the environment have experienced regulation. Business models used by corporate should aim at using resources effectively to save on production costs and protect the atmosphere in the long run. They should invest in innovation initiatives that will ensure sustainability returns. 
The sustainability dilemma has intensified since corporate entities are still clinging on the traditional profit-making business models. Empirical evidence indicates that most business models are profit oriented and it will take time and efforts to convince the corporate world to adopt sustainable business cases. Getting the board on board is one strategy that will enable the top company executives to understand the priorities of the investors. Investments decisions are being streamlined with sustainability performance to show commitment to broader financial success. However, statistically, the CEO contribution to sustainability has dropped 9% within five years (Kiron et al. 2017). Therefore, only a proportion of corporate management is pro-sustainable efforts. They ought to understand that sustainable measures are not just a matter of concern to the organization but also to the regulators, investors, and their consumers. Companies that have redefined their business practices to meet sustainability have realized that is a valuable business asset. Unfortunately, such entities are only a small portion of the entire corporate community. Business orientations should start recognizing that sustainability is directly related to the success of the business.
Green Energy
	Green energy bonds are essential sustainability since they regulate the operations of companies. There is a need for replacement of fossil fuel with clean energy to avoid climate change. The Bank of America initiated the green bond initiative as the onset of economic transformation within the country (Heimer, 2018). The bonds are to be used to utilize the investor’s capital in enabling a carbon-free economy. The money raised was used in innovations to produce renewable energy. It is agreeable that a renewable energy revolution can only happen with the push from the private sector such as the Bank of America. Connecting investors can achieve the goal of green projects with immense financial prospects.
	The green bonds are an attractive prospect for sustainability efforts. The Bank of America gave bonds that attracted investors who injected money in wind farms and solar power. However,  they did not bring the returns that they had anticipated thwarting the efforts. It was forced to revert to the consumer lending banking model. The change was aimed to emancipate the public on the benefits of green energy as opposed the non-renewable energy. The consumers had to make a financial commitment to partake in investments that would help reduce climate change. For instance, the usage of money borrowed in upgrading streetlights to more energy efficient LED bulbs. The Bank of America has facilitated the green energy project by giving incentives such as energy tax credits (Heimer, 2018). The future looks brighter with the manufacture of electric cars and smart grids for energy storage. The green bonds are given life to the sustainability practice in the country since it has witnessed high demand. 
EPA Draft Rule
	The EPA drafts rule by President Trump on coal plants as a replacement of clean power plan will regulate carbon emissions to the environment. The move shows the acceptance of the government that it is responsible for monitoring the emission of greenhouse gases. Trump admitted that coal is national security state of war. The EPA also has standardized mercury emissions by proposing installation of scrubbers on smoke stacks. Consequently, global warming significantly reduced. Also, companies have invested heavily in technology that reduces mercury emissions; therefore, giving birth to babies with defects has decreased dramatically. As compared to the previous power plan of President Obama, it will have less impact on the energy system of the country (Friedman & Plumer, 2018). Besides, it targets to reduce emissions of gases by coal plants- the alternative energy will be an upgrade to the existing fossil fuels. Furthermore, its efficiency will be improved. The improvements differ from the previous power plan that agitated for radical systematic reforms. The initiative will be useful in reducing planet-warming emissions and an indication the country took the issue of global warming seriously. The path taken by Trump would cut carbon dioxide emissions without making significant changes to the companies.  The EPA draft rule has not only helped reduce coal and mercury emission but also established equilibrium of economic forces that might affect companies and the country at large.
Trump’s Plan
	President Trump’s plans to regulate coal emissions have scaled down the Obama’s power plan by removing stringent rules on pollution for plants that needed an upgrade. The project has allowed states to set their regulations, therefore, raising concerns that carbon emission could start rising again (Friedman, 2017). The Trump government proposed EPA regulations shows the lack of urgency by the government on the war on coal emissions since it weakens the regulatory system put in place by President Obama. The implementation of the rules has met a slow start since the Supreme Court has blocked it temporarily to deliberate on the arguments by the coalition of coal states on the carbon emission issue. The transport and power sector are obliged to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases since consequences climate change in the US are inevitable.

Long-Term Performance
	Companies that adopt sustainable energy initiatives perform better in the long run, but most of them struggle competitively. Sustainable efforts require companies to create a technological infrastructure that leads to maximum customer satisfaction (Leaf, 2018).  Wise investment opportunities parameterize the long-term goals of a company. They contrast from short-term companies that are interested in quarterly profits. They, therefore, employ strategies that lead to the exploitation of natural resources. The long-term companies use investment strategies that take into account the economic prospects in the future. Consequently, the utilization of resources in the production process is minimized to accrue optimal profit margins in the future. The returns are heavenly for long-term investment. The rationale for long-term prospects reinforces the need for sustainability within the country. 
Conclusion
	It is the responsibility of the public, government, and private entities to provide holistic solutions that will enable sustainable development in the country. Emission of greenhouse gases not only pollutes our environment but also endanger our very existence. The fight against greenhouse emissions has led to crossroads in the corporate world sustainability with different organizations adopting differential measures. Moreover, the green energy bonds provided by the Bank of America portray remarkable steps by the corporate society to ensure sustainability in the US. Also, the EPA draft rules by President Trump shows the efforts to regulate the emission of carbon and mercury into the environment by coal companies and the transport sector. However, it is a downgrade to Obama's power plan that advocated for systematic changes within coal companies to reduce the emission of greenhouse gases. Lastly, long-term investments by companies are more profitable than short-term investments.
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